a program of Maine Initiatives

2026 GIVING PROJECT FUND APPLICATION: HOW-TO

This document was created to support groups applying to the 2026 Giving Project Fund
for Community Organizing through Maine Initiatives’ application portal. It includes
recommendations and application how-tos. Please contact frankie@maineinitiatives.org if
you have any additional questions about your online application.

1. Recommendations: Page 1
2. How to register for an account: Page 2
3. How to apply online: Page 5-10

1. RECOMMENDATIONS

e We highly recommend completing this application on a computer or tablet for the
optimal user experience.

e We also recommend reviewing the application questions and preparing your
answers in advance. You will need to submit your application in one sitting.
Applications are due November 3, 2025 by 11:59pm ET.

e You will need to include your organization’s financial information. Please be
prepared to provide specific information such as your annual operating expenses
from the most recently completed fiscal year and proof of your 501c3 status (EIN),
fiscal sponsorship, or Tribal government or entity.

e The term ‘organization’ will be used throughout the application to refer to all
applicant groups.


https://maineinitiatives2.my.site.com/fundingopportunities/s/
mailto:frankie@maineinitiatives.org
https://maineinitiatives.org/content/uploads/2026-Giving-Project-Fund-for-Community-Organizing-Application-Questions.pdf
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2. HOW TO REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT

1.

From the home page, select ‘Sign Up’ in the upper right corner.

&

{

Home

ainclnitiatives

Maine Initiatives

Together, we
advance justice.

Through participatory grantmaking and community:
calls to action, we bring people together around their
shared commitment to advancing justice in Maine.

Our Grant Programs

Grants for Change

Grants for Change is a grantmaking and community organizing program. It
funds and strengthens Black, Indigenous, andfor People of Calor [BIPOC) -
ed and -serving nonprofit organizations advancing racial justice, and
engages and connects people in Maine around shared values of racial justice
and equity.

Not current

Learn mare about Grants for Change here,

Immigrant-Led Organizations Fund

The Immigrant-Led Organizations (ILO) Fund supports immigrant flourishing
n Maine_ \We fund and strengthen the ecosystem of nonprofit, community-
based organi;
migrant farm workers, and those who are undocumented.

ns led by and serving Maine's immigrants, refugees, asylees,

Applications for the 2026 ILO Fund will open in Spring of 2026.

Learn more about the ILO Fund here

# Maine Initiatives 2024. All rights reserved.

The Civing Project

The Giving Project Fund for Community Organizing is  participatory grantmaking
program that provides unrestricted, general operating support to community.
organizing groups advancing justice (econamic, environmental, racial, and social)
and tribal sovereignty in Maine, unceded Wabanaki Territory.

Applications are open September 22 through November 3, 2025

Login in the upper right hand corner of this page to access your existing
account or a create a new one. Once logged in, click an "Open Funding
Opportunities” in the header to find the 2026 Giving Project Fund
Application.

ferred Language

Sign Up

English (US)




The Giving
w aw roject

a program of Maine Initiatives

2. Fillin your first name, last name, and email address.
a. We recommend using an email address associated with your organization.

{

Mainelnitiatives

Sign Up for an Account

Riegister for an aocount ta apply far open Funding
Opportunities.

Email
au can anly hav d with your

regularly
half of multiple

mitting applic;
organ

Already have an account?
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3. Upon clicking the ‘Sign Up’ button, you will receive a password reset email at the email
address you entered. Follow the link in that email to set your password.

S WS

< 8 O © EAR s (@ m D 210f7750 < > Em~
Welcome to Maine Initiatives Funding Opportunities D inboxx e O
Maine Initiatives Grant Portal grants@maineinitiatives.org via If8leymgfyzfdn-.. Tue, Oct 1, 3:59 PM (21 hours ago) hxd @ “

to clarkejse+testd@gmail.com ~

Hi Joanna,

Welcome to Maine Initiatives Funding Opportunities! To get started, go to https:/maineinitiatives2 my.site. com/fundingopportunities/|
0gin?c=0JUBNSW21 U49kU810GETAIZIEfwWFIMCJt502rXrutVASiGwOL9.vNmOZAPT7 ac66k8CSx50UP3SK6xFdCh
rhEnh.3358K7CMZRbB0JATFXoYGDdeeF_s4Cde77bTtOwDAuhnHWCducohxMz3RWIAUFvINKiblzrEHedpATp6zE_b
HjtQL_w51T8avm0Y 7n7 APIAAPNr

Usermname: clarkejse+testd@gmail.com

Thanks,
Maine Initiatives

'i\ « Reply ,:I (\ % Reply all ;. (\ ~ Forward ,) (\@)

4. Congratulations. You can now login to the grant portal at any time.
a. After your first application submission your profile will automatically add basic
information about your organization to future applications. You can also update
your organization’s information at any time.
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Once registered and logged in, your home page will look a little different.
a. You will now have an option in the top menu bar to view Open Funding

Opportunities.

b. You will also have access, via the user icon in the top right corner, to view

your information.

Open Funding Opportunities

@‘ Home
Mainel 4

Maine Initiatives

Together, we

Submitted Applications Reader Materials v

advance justice.

Through participatory grantmaking and community:
calls to action, we bring people together around their
shared commitment to advancing justice in Maine.

Qur Grant Programs

Grants for Change

Grants for Change is a grantmaking and community organizing program. It
funds and strengthens Black, Indigenous, andfor Peaple of Color (BIPOC) -
ed and -serving nonprofit organizations advancing racial justice, and
engages and connects people in Maine around shared values of racial

Justice and equity.

Not currentl

Learn more about Grants for Change here,

Immigrant-Led Organizations Fund

The Immigrant-Led Organizations (ILO) Fund supports immigrant flourishing
in Maine. We fund and strengthen the ecosystem of nonprofit, community-
based organizations led by and serving Maine's immigrants, refugees,

asylees, migrant farm workers, and those who are undocumented
Applications for the 2026 ILO Fund will open in Spring of 2026.

Learn more about the ILO Fund here,

@ Maine Initiatives 2024. All rights reserved

The Giving Project

The Giving Project Fund for Community Organizing is a participatory grantmaking
program that provides unrestricted, general operating support ta community
rganizing groups advancing justice (sconomic, environmental, racial, and social)
and tribal sovereignty in Maine, unceded Wabanaki Teritory.

Applications are open September 22 through November 3, 2025.

Login in the upper right hand corner of this page ta access your existing
account or a create a new one. Once logged in. dick on “Open Funding
Opportunities” in the header to find the 2026 Giving Project Fund
Application.
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2. From the Open Funding Opportunities list select the program you want to apply to.

@4 Home Open Funding Opportunities Submitted Applications Reader Materials v a o
Mainelnitiatives

Funding Programs

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Funding Program Name Status Description
The 2025-2026 Giving Project Fund for Community Organizing at Maine Initiatives is a
participatory grantmaking program that provides one (1) year of unrestricted, general operating

2026 Giving Project for Community Organizing Accepting Applications support of $20,000 to at least five (5) community organizing groups advancing social, economic,
environmental, and racial justice & tribal sovereignty in Maine, unceded Wabanaki Territory. Grants
will be awarded and announced in March 2026,

View All

© Maine Initiatives 2024

3. Click the ‘Apply’ button beneath the 2026 Giving Project for Community Organizing
overview to start your application.

@.4 Home Open Funding Opportunities Submitted Applications Reader Materials v a o
Mainclnitiatives

Funding Program
2026 Giving Project for Community Organizing

Status. Start Date End Date
Accepting Applications 9/17/2025 11/3/2025

Funding Program Name Date
2026 Giving Project for Community Organizing 11/3/2025
~ Mission

Description

The 2025-2026 Giving Project Fund for Community Organizing at Maine Initiatives is a participatory grantmaking program that provides one (1] year f
unrestricted, general operating suppart of 20,000 to at least five (5) community organizing groups advancing social. econamic, environmental, and racial
justice & tribal soversignty in Maine, unceded Wabanaki Territory. Grants will be awarded and announced in March 2026.
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4. A pop-up window with the application will appear. Review the pdf of questions and
prepare your answers in advance. Click ‘Next' to begin!

Apply

Please review this POF of the full application questions to prepare your responses. Once you begin
the online application, you will NOT be able to save your progress and resume at a later time.

We encourage applicants to prepare their full responses in advance, and copy and paste your

answers in the application when ready.

Click Mext to start a new application.
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5. Complete the 4 application pages: Organization Information; Legal/ Fiscal
Information; Leadership, Staffing and Partnerships; and Narrative Questions. You
can use the ‘Next' or ‘Previous’ buttons to go back and forth as needed.

6. When you complete the 4th page and click ‘Next’, you will see a preview of all of
your answers for final review. If everything looks correct, click ‘Submit your
Application’.

Legal/Fiscal Information

» Does your group have 501(c)(3) status? Yes

= What is your organization's EIN or the EIN of your Fiscal Sponsor? 123

» s this application presented on behalf of a Tribal government or Tribal entity? Mo
» Please indicate the Tribal government or Tribal entity:

» Fiscal Sponsor Organization Mame:

» Fiscal Sponsor Mailing Address: , ,

» Fiscal Sponsor Contact Name:

» Fiscal Sponsor Contact Email:

Leadership, Staffing, and Partnerships Information

# Does your organization identify as being led by: Other

» Please share your organization's leadership identity here if you selected “Other” and/for if
you would like to further explain identities selected above: test

» Does your organization have paid staff? Yes

= How many paid staff does your organization have? 2

# Does your organization have volunteer staff? Yes

» How many volunteer staff does your organization have? 2

» Partner Organization 1: test

= Partner Organization 2: test

# Partner Organization 3: test

» Partner Organization 4: test

= ‘What work (learning or action) are you doing in collaboration with these partners? Please
describe these efforts in a few sentences.: test

Marrative Questions

# Please explain what your organization seeks to achieve in Maine. Why is your missicn
important, especially in the context of Maine in 20257
o ftest

» ‘What programs and activities does your organization implement to achieve its mission?
« test

» How does your organization use community organizing to bring affected people together to
use their collective power to win improvements in the community and change the power
structure to advance social justice? How does your work align with each of the &
components of community organizing?
o test

» How do you know that your organization is advancing community organizing in Maine?
Flease provide a story that will illustrate this impact.
« test

Submit your Application
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7. After submitting, you have an optional section titled ‘Anything Else?’ where you can
share final thoughts you would like us to know when reviewing your application.

“ Anything Else?

Please share with us anything you wish we would have asked about but didm't or anything else that
will help our Application Readers and Grantmaking Advisory Committee make their decisions.
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8. Congratulations! You have now successfully submitted your application. Thank you
for your time and consideration in putting these materials together for the Giving

Project donor organizing cohort to learn more about your organization.

@‘ Home Open Funding Opportunities
Mainelnitiatives

Submitted Applications

a0

Funding Request
JCTest - 2024/10/3

Funding Request Name
JCTest - 2024/10/3

Funding Program

JCTest v
Ap yate
s
~ QOrganization Information
Applyi ‘Year Founded
Fu Registrant r
Applying Contact Organizational Budget
Alana Dao 51 - $1.5 million ya
Contact Email Where you work
’
Organization Mission Statement Have 501(c)(3) sta
Through participatory grantmaking and community calls to action, we bring people Yes r
together around their shared commitment to advancing justice in Maine.
Organization Website E
01-0484310 &
Organization Mailing Address Tribal Government/Entity
No Vs
Fiscal Sponsor
s
Fiscal Sponsor EIN
’

~ Partners and Staff

9. You can login in to Maine Initiatives’ Application Portal anytime, click on Submitted

Applications’, and see your Giving Project application for reference. Maine

Initiatives' staff will be in touch with you if needed. Grant awards will be announced

in March 2026.
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